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BIOGRAPHY 
 
       Prof. J.C. van der Walt was born in Theunissen in the Free State.  He started his 
school career at the farm school Eensgevonden.  The family moved to Bloemfontein and 
he completed his schooling at Grey College.  
 
He obtained his B.A. (Law) and LL.B. at UOVS and studied for two years as a DAAD 
student in Hamburg, Germany. 
 
In 1979 he published an authoritative law book, Die onregmatige daad (Delict).  He spent 
his entire professional career at RAU, where he was promoted, consecutively, to 
Professor in the Law Faculty, Dean of the Law Faculty, Vice-Rector and, in July 1995, 
Rector.  After 34 years of service at the RAU, Prof. Van der Walt retired, in February 
2001, as 4th Rector and Vice-Chancellor of the Rand Afrikaans University. 
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CONTAINER 1 
 
SPEECHES BY PROF. J.C. VAN DER WALT 
 
 1992 
 

1. VRRAU: 31/10/92 
 

1993 
 

1. Opening: Centre for Education Leaders: 20/02/1993 
2. RAU 25 years: past, present and future / by C.F. Crause: 24/02/1993. (Afrikaans 

text) 
3. RAUNDABA on the Island: cultural change and community development 

programmes: 4-5/06/1993. (Afrikaans text)  
4. Dept. of Economics Seminar: 10/08/1993. (Afrikaans text) 
5. Law dinner: 24/06/1993. (Afrikaans text) 
6. Speech: RAU Council: 24/06/1993. (Afrikaans text) 
7. Management Development in Sport and Recreation: Fourth International 

Conference, RAU: 30/081993 
8. (Workshop for Community Developers: 02/09/1993. (Afrikaans text) 
9. Dept. of Economics: Prize-giving: 21/10/93. (Afrikaans text) 
10. Six untitled speeches 

 
1994 
 

1. Congress: Old Testament Society of South Africa: 1994 
2. Political Studies Workshop opening address: 14/03/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
3. Metlife/Raucall function: 18/03/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
4. Opening: RAU Centre for Community Development: 02/05/1994. (Afrikaans 

text) 
5. RAU Rapport interview with C.F. Crouse: 01/06/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
6. Opening address: Engineering Conference: August 1994. (Afrikaans text) 
7. Crisis in education: is there a solution? / by C.F. Crouse: 20/09/1994 . (Afrikaans 

text) 
8. Opening: Congress on Community Development and Nation-Building: 

06/10/1994 
9.  “Small donors”: 11/10/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
10. Re: request for comment by the Advisory Committee on the Tertiary Sector Crisis 

/ by C.F. Crouse: 11/10/1994 
11. Acceptance of post of Rector at Council: 03/11/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
12. Universities under pressure: how are we going to bulwark it? / by C.F. Crouse: 

04/11/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
13. Orange Farm – Certificate ceremony: 29/11/1994. (Afrikaans text) 
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1995 
 

1. Affirnative action: 1995. (Afrikaans text) 
2. Dept. of Transport Economics: Durban: 19/04/1995. (Afrikaans text) 
3. Institute of Electrical Engineers: Dinner: 04/05/1995. (Afrikaans text) 
4. Farewell to Prof. Crouse – Senate: 24/05/1995. (Afrikaans text) 
5. Welcoming address/Expression of thanks: Monday 5 June in Cape Town. 

(Afrikaans text) 
6. Speech at Prof. Crouse’s farewell: 14/06/1995 
7. Dinner – Dr. S. Mazimela: Minister of Correctional Services: 29/06/1995. 

(Afrikaans text) 
8. University of California visit: 10/07/1995. (Afrikaans text) 
9. Reception as Rector: 14/07/1995. (Afrikaans text) 
10. FRD-Seminar: 13/09/1995 
11. The time-knot: past, present and future; speech delivered at inauguration as 

Rector on 13 October 1995. (Afrikaans text) 
12. South African National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence: 

presidential address: 19/10/1995 
 
 

1996 
 

1. First Years’ Concert: 1996. (Afrikaans text) 
2. Welcoming address to first year students 20/01/1996. (Afrikaans text)  
3. Authority transfer: 23/01/1996. (Afrikaans text) 
4. Development Committee Reception: 21/02/1996. (Afrikaans text) 
5. Reception at Bloemfontein : 21/02/1996 
6. Dept. of Transport Economics): launch of the Transport Executive Management 

Diploma: 1996 
7. Speech delivered at Arts and Science Seminar: 04/061996. (Afrikaans text):    
8. Authority transfer: 03/09/1996. (Afrikaans text)  
9. Businessmen: Durban: 09/1996. (Afrikaans text)  
10. Lamp ceremony: 21/11/1996. (Afrikaans text):   
11. Farewell to Professors Gouws, P.A. Aucamp and Alida Robat: 23/11/1996. 

(Afrikaans text)  
12. Untitled:  re Assets Development Project. (Afrikaans text) 

 
 
1997 
 

1. Welcoming address to first year students: 18/01/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
2. Philosophy Congress, RAU: 20/01/1997. (Afrikaans text)  
3. Authority Transfer: 21/01/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
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4. Rustenburg Project: 27/01/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
5. Academic Opening Service: 03/02/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
6. Reception: Development Committee: 19/02/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
7. Deans’ Committee: Arts and Science: Rector addresses meeting regarding the 

procedure related to the election of a dean, etc.: 19/02/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
8. MHO Cetificate Ceremony: 22/02/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
9. “Professor JC van der Walt, the Rector of the RAU, discusses the quiet 

transformation of a once predominantly Afrikaans institution”: 06/03/1997 
10. Speech by the Rector at a Diploma ceremony for municipal management: 

24.04/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
11. Cocktail party for Mr. Fouére of the European Union: 22/04/1997. (Afrikaans 

text) 
12. Prize-giving: top students: Business Management: 23/04/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
13. President N R  Mandela’s visit: welcoming address: 11/06/1997/ 
14. Opening of Weiler’s Farm Community Centre / by Carl Niehaus: 08/081997. 

(Afrikaans text) 
15. Law Congress RAU: 01/09/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
16. Annual President’s Invitational Lecture of the S.A. Institute of Electrical 

Engineers: 1997 
17. Opening: Media Exhibition: theme: “Education for the new millennium: 

01/10/1997. (Afrikaans text) 
18. Kaizer Chiefs: 06/10/1997 
19. Former Chief Executive Members – Island: 09/10/1997. (Afrikaans text) 

 
 
CONTAINER 2 
 
1998 
 

1. Welcoming address first year students: 17/01/1998. (Afrikaans text) 
2. Authority Transfer: 20/01/1998. (Afrikaans text) 
3. Academic Opening Service: 02/02/1998 (Afrikaans text) 
4. Visit by a group of Russian delegates: 19/02/1998 
5. Welcoming address at the Diplomatic Forum: 15/04/1998. (Afrikaans text) 
6. RAU/Gold Fields Technolab: 28/05/1998 
7. Opening of Sociology Congress: Gencor Gallery: 30/06/1998. (Afrikaans text) 
8. Year End Function: October 1998. (Afrikaans text) 
9. Academic Year End Function: 30/10/1998. (Afrikaans text) 
10. Thabo Mbeki: Honorary Doctorate : 04/11/1998 
11. Opening: Telkom Centre of Excellence: 20/11/1998 

 
 
1999 
.  

1. Welcoming address to first year students: 23/01/1999. (Afrikaans text) 
2. Ambassadors’ Function (African Countries) at RAU College: 25/01/1999 
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3. Academic Opening Service: 08/02/1999. (Afrikaans text) 
4. Press interview with The Star: Three year rolling plan: 1999 
5. Annirand function: Transformation: 10/05/1999 
6. Funeral – Katy Pointer: 28/07/1999. (Afrikaans text) 
7. Cocktail party: diplomatic representatives: 14/10/1999 
8. Cocktail party: IT Research Indaba, Dept. of Computer Science: 21/11/1999 

 
 
 
2000 
 
 

1. Diploma: Municipal Management Ceremony: 15/02/2000 
2. Witwatersrand Academy : “A realistic dream for the new millennium : 

06/03/2000/ (Afrikaans text) 
3. Villa Exhibition 11/03/2000 
4. Workshop: Dept. of Economics: 04/04/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
5. Reception: Governor of Illinois 25/05/2000 
6. Official opening of RAUTEC: 13/06/2000 
7. Official opening of SAIF Conference: 04/07/2000 (Afrikaans text) 
8. History workshop: 21/08/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
9. SR Farewell Dinner: 23/08/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
10. Strategic Planning Council: 30/08/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
11. Sport reception: 05/10/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
12. Opening ALV Congress: 30/10/2000. (Afrikaans text) 
13. Opening of regional offices: 15/11/2000. (Afrikaans text) 

 
2001 
 
 

1. Opening of the University and welcoming address to first year students: 
20/01/2001  

 
 
ARTICLES WRITTEN BY PROF. J.C. VAN DER WALT 
 

1. Professional training and access to the profession, TSAR, 1:1988. (Afrikaans text). 
2. Negligence: the common law influence on South African law: lecture delivered at 

the University of Halle-Wittenberg on 30 April 1993 during a visit to Germany as 
a guest of the Humboldt Foundation. 

3. Omissio: the Municipality’s defective traffic lights, TSAR, 1:1988) (Afrikaans 
text) 

4. A disaster’s shock-waves: the borders of liability: 23 Junie 1993 (hand-written 
and typed version. (Afrikaans text) 

5. Nuisance: basis of liability? 6 Julie 1993. (Afrikaans text)  
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ACTS 
 

Wet op Hoër Onderwys, 1997 = Higher Education Act, 1997 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTAINER 3 
 
ARTICLES FOR SPEECHES 
 

1. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
 

1993 - 2000 
 
 

2. ARTICLES FROM PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS 
 

1993 – 2000 
 

CONTAINER 4 
 
3. ACADEMIC ARTICLES PRESENTED AR CONFERENCES AND 

SYMPOSIA 
 

1993 – 2000 
 

4. PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS, CONFERENCE REPORTS, PAMPHLETS 
 

1993 – 2000 
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