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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Gerrit van Niekerk Viljoen was born on 11 September 1926 in Cape Town.  He 
matriculated at the Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool, Pretoria and obtained his M.A. and 
LL.B. degrees at the University of Pretoria and his D. Litt. et Phil. at the 
Ryksuniversiteit, Leiden.  During 1957-1967, he was professor of Classical Languages 
at the University of South Africa. 
 
Prof. Viljoen became a director of Santam Bank and Perskor.  From 1968 to 1979 he 
served as the first rector of the Rand Afrikaans University.  In 1979 he accepted the 
post of Administrator General of South West Africa.  From 1980 to 1985 he was the 
Minister of National Education. 
 
The material in the collection dates from his period as rector. 
 
 
Source: South African who’s who 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C3-GvanN.iljoeniInventory.docx 27-Aug-96 

 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
1. RAU DOCUMENTS 
 
1.1 Documents on the:  

Founding fund,  
architects,  
planning meetings,  
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inauguration of the 1st chancellor 
 

1.2 Documents on: 
Dept. General Literature, 1971 
Dept. of Education, 1980 
Faculty of Engineering, 1981 
Project: Afrikaner on the Witwatersrand 

 
1.3 Minutes of Lecturers’ Meetings and  Ad-hoc Committees, 1967 
 
1.4 Reports on symposia attended by lecturers, 1967-1969 
 
1.5 Reports on public appearances by lecturers, 1967-1969 
 
1.6 Reports on foreign visitors, 1967-1969 
 
1.7 Reports on university activities, 1968-1969 
 
 
2. GENERAL DOCUMENTS (ARTICLES, LECTURES, 

ETC) 
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2.6 Economics and industry (2) 
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