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BIOGRAPHICAL DETAIL 
 
Pieter Johannes Meyer was born in 1909 in Ladybrand.  He obtained M.A. degrees in 
Philosophy  (1931) and Psychology (1934) at Grey University College.  In 1937 he 
obtained his D. Phil. at the University of South Africa, with a thesis on “The 
philosophic basis of the theories on attention.”  During the founding of the R.A.U. he 
studied the contemporary university system.  
 
From 1955, Dr. Meyer was chairman of various committees which strove for a Rand 
Afrikaans University, and on 7 December 1966 he was elected as the first chairman 
of the RAU Council, while also serving as chairman of the Trustees of the RAU Trust 
and the RAU Committee.  In 1978 Dr. Meyer was appointed as the first Chancellor of 
the University. 
 
For a long time, Dr. Meyer also served as chairman of the SABC’s Board of Control.  
Under his chairmanship the SABC’s broadcasting time was increased from 350 to 
more than 2 000 hours per week.  
 
 
Source: RAU Rapport, December 1978 
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1.  PLANNING PHASE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
 
 
1/1 APPLICATIONS  FOR POSTS AT  RAU 
 
1/1/2. Post:: Accountant/ Secretary/Organiser, 1966 
 
1/2 GENERAL PLANNING (Part 1) 
 
 Memoranda: 
 
1/2/1 Petition re founding of a Rand Afrikaans University, to be 

presented on 25 November 1963 (Afrikaans text).  
 
1/2/2 The founding of an Afrikaans college of education and 

university in Johannesburg. (Afrikaans text). 
 
1/2/3 Memorandum re the founding of an Afrikaans medium 

university in Johannesburg. (Afrikaans text). 
 
1/2/4 The planning of the Rand Afrikaans University. (Afrikaans 

text). 
 
1/2/5 Report on discussions with His Excellency Minister Jan de 
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1/2    GENERAL PLANNING (Part 2) 
 
1/2/7 [Agenda for the 1st meeting of the R.A.U., 7 December 

1966]. (Afrikaans text). 
 
1/2/8 Memorandum of the RAU Committee for deliberation by the 

Council of the University. (Afrikaans text).  
 
1/2/9 Rector’s report on overseas visit, April-Nay 1967. 

(Afrikaans text). 
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analysis. (Afrikaans text).  
 
1/2/11 UNISA – Report of the Council of an extraordinary meeting 

of the Senate held on 13/5/1965, 11/6/196. (Afrikaans text). 
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1/2/13 Report on town planning implications of the development 

proposals by prof E.W.N. Mallows 
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text) 
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text) 
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(Afrikaans text) 
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1/3/12  Correspondence on fund-raising, 1.1.1965-1.1.1969. 

(Afrikaans text) 
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to overseas universities. (Afrikaans text) 
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RAU. (Afrikaans text) 
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1/4/5 Investigation into usefulness of buildings on stand 436 
Johannesburg for the RAU / Pauw & Botha. (Afrikaans text) 
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Pretoria. (Afrikaans text) 
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Daan Kesting 
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Mr. Richard Brooker 
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1/5 OVERSEAS UNIVERSITIES: RESEARCH ON 
 
1/5/1 Documents on universities , e.g.  
 Ruhr-University 

Reading University 
Freie Universitat, Berlin 
University of York 
University of Keele 
Et al. 
(Afrikaans text)  
 

1/6  CASE: RA.U. vs.  S.A. HOFMEYER 
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Witwatersrand. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/7/5 Education statistics. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/7/6 Shopping patterns in Kempton Park and shop statistics for 

Florida and Greater Johannesburg, 1972. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/8 LANDSCAPING OF GROUNDS 
 
1/8/1 Report of the Council’s Terrain Committee, UNISA. 

(Afrikaans text) 
 

 
 
 
 
             C/1/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             C/1/3 
 
 
 
 
            C/1/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            C/1/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C1-P J  Meyer Documents Inventory.docx9-Nov-96 7 

1/8/2 Evaluation of possible university land. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/8/3 Campus planning / written by Dr. Meyer. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/8/4 Land for the Rand Afrikaans University = Management 

Committee - City Engineer’s Dept. 
 
1/8/5 Terrain: memo for the Planning Committee, 1964 / 

compiled by J.A. Lombard. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/8/6 Grounds: plans. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/8/7 Correspondence, 1963-1966, (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/9 TRUST DEED 
 
1/9/1 Example of UPE’s trust deed and bill. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/9/2 Example of UOVS’s trust deed and bill. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/9/3 Copies of draft trust deeds (compiled by Van Wyk, De 

Vries, Malan & Steyn). (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/9/4 Copies of inal trust deed. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/10 RELATIONS WITH UNISA 
 
1/10/1 Publication: Langs die steiltes vir Suid-Afrika 
 
1/10/2 Publication:: Perspektiewe oor universiteitsbeplanning / br 

Prof. S. Pauw, 22.7.1964. 
 
1/10/3 Committee of University Principals: tax exemption. 

(Afrikaans text) 
 
1/10/4 UNISA:views 
 
1/10/5 Preliminary concept for the Report of the Committee 

appointed by the Council to research the future of UNISA. 
(Afrikaans text) 

 
1/10/6 Report of the Committee appointed by the Council to 

research the future of UNISA.  (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/11/7 Notebook for UNISA’s Financial Development Committee. 

(Afrikaans text)  
 
1/11/8 Memorandum re the establishment of a new study course 

for industrial management. (Afrikaans text) 
 
1/11/9 UNISA Planning Committee. Subcommittee Library - 

minutes 
               (Afrikaans text) 
1/1110 Correspondence: 1964-1965. (Afrikaans text) 
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1/11 RAND AFRIKAANS UNIVERSITY BILL 
 
1/11/1 2 copies of the bill and a typed manuscript of the bill 
 
1/11/2 Correspondence (22.9.1965-29.91966) with 

Johan van der Spuy 
Secretary of Education, Arts and Science 
Van Wyk de Vries, Malan and Steyn 
(Afrikaans text) 

 
 
2. RAND AFRIKAANS UNIVERSITY 1976 ONWARD 
 
2.1 AFRIKANER ON THE WITWATERSRAND PROJECT 
 
2.1.1 History of the Afrikaner on the Reef Nuusbrief , v. 1, no. 1, 

1969 (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.1.2 Correspondence: 13.11.1968-23.4.1969. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.2 LIBRARY 
 
2.2.1 Report of the first meeting of the Library Committee held on 

14.12.1965. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.3 MEDICAL FACULTY 
 
2.3.1 Press release regarding the planned medical faculty, 

27.6.1969 (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.4 MINUTES 
 
2.4.1 Executive Committee, 1965-1971. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.4.2 University Committee, 1965-1967. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.4.3 Various sub-committees, 1967-1971. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.4.4 University Committee, 1967-1971. (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.5 STEYN DESSELSS BURSARY 
 
2.5.1 Desselss trust deed for Steyn Desselss bursary, 6.10.1972-

(Afrikaans text) 
 
2.6 WHITE-BLACK RELATIONS 
 
2.6.1 Memorandum regarding colour questions compiled by 

SABRA, 30.3.1971 (Afrikaans text) 
 
2.6.2 Outnumbering of whites by non-whites in South Africa, 

[196_?]. (Afrikaans text) 
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3. PERSONAL DOCUMENTS 
 
3.1 CONGRATULATIONS: Post of chancellor (kanselierskap) 

1978-1979, invitations to receptions, etc. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.2 CORRESPONDENCE ABOUT RAU: correspondence 

covers the period 18.10.1963-6.3.1984 with, inter alia, the 
Minister of Education, Arts and Science Jan de Klerk, Prof.. 
S. Pauw (UNISA), Prof.. P.H. Stoker (Potchefstroom 
University), Mr. Rassie Erasmus, Hoërskool Vorentoe, 
Premium Makelaars, Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, Dr. Wassenaar 
(Sanlam), Dr. Gerrit Viljoen, Mr.. Johan van der Spuy, et al. 
(Afrikaans text). 

 
3.3  INTERVIEW:  Mr. Jan Cronje with Mr. P.J. Meyer: 

transcription of interview held on Monday 4.7.1983 on Dr, 
Meyer’s farm Witpoortjie, near Halfway House. 71 p. 
(Afrikaans text) 

 
3.4 SYMPOSIA AND LECTURES ATTENDED 
 
3.4.1 Training of youth leaders. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.4.2 Course in state form and organization. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.4.3 Symposium on internal politics. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.4.4 Symposium: University research: service or guidance to the 

community? (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.4.5 Philosophy in and outside the university. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.4.6 H.G. Stoker, written by J.A.L. Taljaard. (Afrikaans text) 
 
3.5 SPEECHES 
 
 Inter alia: 
 
3.5.1 Vol. 1.:  Academic freedom (Afrikaans text) 
 Road ahead in view of the city Afrikaans worker’s 

recent history 
  The University’s structure 
  University and community 
  Universitas: on the road to completeness as unity 
 
3.5.2 Vol. 2.:  University and community (Afrikaans text) 
  Demands made by modern community on the youth, 

etc. 
  The Afrikaans school, a unique character 
 Cultural challenges by the modern company to the 

youth  
  Cooperation among Afrikaans and English speakers 
  The A.S.B.-students and their problems 
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3.5.3 Vol. 3.:  Man and his satellite (Afrikaans text) 
  Criticism in our cultural life 
  The poet and the saint (Heidegger) 
 Future role of the South African Academy in 

promoting the social sciences 
 
 
 
4.  PUBLICATIONS 
 
 Inter alia RAU Rapport, Roeping, Skakelblad, Van 

Riebeeck Finansieringskorporasie Bpk. Annual Report 
1968, Heraut, Die Afrikaner, etc. 

 
 Newspaper cuttings 
 
 
5. MANUSCRIPT: Uncompleted  
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DR. P.J. MEYER 
KANSELIER VAN RAU 

1979-1984 
PERSOONLIKE MEDALJES EN PENNINGS 

 
 
1. Vasco da Gama Gedenkmedalje: 1469-1969 
 
2. Universiteit van Pretoria, 1930-1980: Gedenkpenning 
 
3. F.A.K. Gedenkpenning: sakeleiersdinee, 21 Februarie 1979. 

“Aan dr. P.J.Meyer ter herinnering aan u dienstyd as 
Hoofsekretaris van die FAK, 1937-1942” 

 
4. F.A.K.: erepenning vir volksdiens, 6 Julie 1971 
 
5. “Wees sterk, 1918: P.J. Meyer, 1.10.1974” 
 
6. Ministerie van Openbaar Onderwijs, België 
 
7. Voice of America: 30 years of international broadcasting: 

1942-1972 
 
8. SABRA penning: 1948-1973 
 
9. Klub R.S.A. – 66 – P.J. Meyer 
 
10. Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurvereniginge: 50 jaar in 

diens van volk en vaderland, 1929-1979 
 
11. Junior Rapportryerbeweging erepenning: buitengewone 

diens aan Suid-Afrika: dr. P. Meyer, 2 April 1982 
 
12. A.S.B. penning: P.J. Meyer, 1971 
 
13. Universiteit van Pretoria: aan dr. P.J. Meyer: Doktor H.C., 

Fakulteit Lettere en Wysbegeerte, gradedag Pretoria, 27 
Maart 1965 

 
14. Generaal J.B.M. Hertzog-gedenkpenning, 21 September 
1968 
 
15. Universiteit van Pretroia V.S.R.-eremedalje: Studenteraad 

eretoekenning: dr. P.J. Meyer, 1974 
 
16. Christo Beyers-gedenktak: S.A. Akademie vir Wetenskap & 

Kuns toegeken aan die RAU vir die Christo Beyers Mediese 
Biblioteek 

 


