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Care for Wild, founded in 2011 by Petronel Nieuwoudt, is a globally recognized conservation 
organization dedicated to preserving endangered species and safeguarding the precious biodiversity 
of our planet. As the largest orphaned rhino sanctuary in the world, we specialise in the rescue, 
rehabilitation, rewilding, and protection of orphaned and injured rhinos. However, our mission 
extends far beyond rhinos alone. We are deeply committed to the preservation of endangered 
species that play vital roles in their ecosystems and the conservation of biodiversity. Care for Wild is 
the only centre to hold a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with South African National 
Parks (SANParks) for this purpose.  

At Care for Wild, we firmly believe that successful conservation goes hand in hand with the 
involvement of local communities. We place people at the core of our mission, empowering and 
engaging rural communities as essential partners in preserving biodiversity. By fostering a sense of 
ownership and stewardship towards the environment, we forge strong alliances to achieve 
sustainable conservation practices that benefit both people and wildlife – an interconnected living 
landscape. 

As we embark on this mission, the urgency and severity of the biodiversity crisis have never been 
clearer. The 30x30 NOW campaign serves as a stark reminder that time is running out to protect 
nature, not just in South Africa but across the globe. Care for Wild is firmly committed to the global 
objective of preserving a minimum of 30% of the Earth's land and sea by 2030. We recognize the 
critical importance of this goal in safeguarding biodiversity and aspire to play a significant role in its 
realization. 

 

Our Vision:  

To secure viable, free-ranging, black and white rhino breeding populations in healthy ecosystems, 
supported by a sustainable development model and protected by empowered, rural communities at 
the heart of conservation.  

Our Mission:  

The rescue, rehabilitation, re-wilding, release, and ongoing protection of threatened, orphaned, or 
injured rhinos. Our conservation mission is obtained through seven fundamental pillars of success:  

• Rapid rescue  
• Thorough rehabilitation  
• Successful rewilding and release into healthy ecosystems  
• Proper protection  
• Community involvement  
• Sustainability  
• All by the grace of God  
 

Save Rhinos, Save People, Save Tomorrow. 
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