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The Graduate School of Architecture (GSA) was founded as 
an autonomous school within the Department of Architecture, 
Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture (FADA), at the University 
of Johannesburg in September 2015, offering post graduate 
studies in architecture. In six years, it has quadrupled its intake of 
Master’s students, making it now one of the largest postgraduate 
schools in the country. 

In 2016, the GSA was formally awarded GES Flagship Status 
within the University, attracting greater funding opportunities 
and also increased responsibility for providing innovative new 
directions in teaching and scholarship. 

The GSA offers a range of postgraduate programmes aimed at 
students interested in pursuing careers as registered architects as 
well as those interested in specialised advanced study. The GSA’s 
main programme is the combined BArch Hons and the MArch, the 
professionally-accredited two-year Master’s programme leading 
to candidate architect status as defined by the South African 
Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP). In 2023, we 
expect to cap intake at 115 full-time students. Our pass-rate since 
2015 has been at 99%.

In order to be considered for the programme, students  
applying to the GSA must have completed an undergraduate 
course in architecture.P
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General
The GSA runs the Unit System method of teaching, first pioneered 
by the Architectural Association in London in 1971. In 2015, 
we began with three Units; in 2023 there are nine. We plan to 
continue to develop the Unit System and to increase the number 
of Units over time. It is a competitive, innovative and challenging 
system and we believe it is the most effective way to get the best 
out of both staff and students. The choice we offer in terms of 

interests, research agendas, contexts and perspectives is unique 
and most of our teaching staff are part-time practitioners with 
national and international reputations and connections. In our 
endeavour for excellence, we continue building on the strength, 
ambitions and transformative agenda of previous years. After 
a successful SACAP validation visit in April 2018, we have made 
some substantial changes to the curriculum, including a new 
History & Theory Programme for both Honours (M1) and Master’s 
(M2) and a formative ‘Making’ Course. We also offer a vibrant 
line-up of Core Modules and Extras. 

In addition to our studios at the Faculty of Art, Design & 
Architecture (FADA), we have recently moved to our new home at 
JBS Park. The space offers new possibilities for centralised teaching 
and learning responsive to the specific methods and modalities of 
the Unit System. 

The GSA runs a host of public programmes and events, including the 
GSA Lecture Series, which continues to offer international and local 
architects and creative practitioners a platform for sharing their work 
with a new generation of up-and-coming architects. Throughout 
the year we host exhibitions that feature student and staff work and 
our end-of-year show, the GSA Summer Show in November is now a 
fixture on the Johannesburg architectural calendar. 

2021 was marked by significant change as Director, Prof Mark 
Raymond, a practising architect and educator from Port-of-
Spain, Trinidad & Tobago took up his position, he was joined in 
February 2022 by GSA Deputy Director, Anna Abengowe. 2023 
promises to be an exciting year for the GSA as it embarks on its 
next cycle of growth. 

Postgraduate Programmes [Degrees] at the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture  
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PROGRAMME
Name of programme:

Postgraduate Diploma in Architectural Management
Purpose of the programme: The purpose of the Postgraduate 
Diploma (Architectural Management) is to provide Candidate 
Architects, Candidate Senior Architectural Technologists or 
others who hold appropriate relevant qualifications, specialised 
education in the management of professional practices (including 
knowledge aspects), construction projects, various architectural 
contracts and property development projects so that they will be 
able to effectively and profitably manage these aspects as part of 
their professional careers.

Module structure:

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (PGDip)

CODE MODULE NAME DURATION MODULE 
CREDIT

PRE-REQUISITE 
MODULE

MODULE 
TYPE

APM8XY1 Architectural Practice Management Year 30 None Fundamental

APR8XY1 Architectural Project Management Year 30 None Core

ARC8XY1 Architectural Contracts Year 20 None Core

KMA8XY1 Knowledge Management and Building Information Modelling Year 20 None Core

PDF8XY1 Property Development and Property Finance Year 20 None Core

Admission requirements: Advanced Diploma or Bachelor de-
gree in Architecture or other Built Environment professions and 
full-time employment in a professional practice and registered 
at either the Candidate or Professional levels with a statutory 
professional body.

Selection criteria: None

Duration of the programme:
a)	 Minimum duration: one year full-time
b)	 Maximum number of modules per year of study:  

full time: five year modules 

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Award of degree: The 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Architectural Management 
is awarded to students 
who have completed all 
the prescribed modules 
successfully.

mailto:fadapg@uj.ac.za


Postgraduate Programmes [Degrees] at the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture  

7

| 2024 |

PROGRAMMES
Name of programme:

Bachelor of Architecture (BArchHons) H8AT2Q 
NQF exit level: 8 

Credits: 120 

SAQA registration: 103105 

Date instituted: 1 January 2019

Purpose of the programme: The Bachelor of Architecture Honours 
programme is designed to prepare students for entry into the 
architectural profession at ‘Candidate Senior Architectural 
Technologist’ registration category (as defined by the South African 
Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP) and for entry 
into either the professional master of architecture or the research 
masters programmes.

Admission requirements: 
The following minimum admission requirements must be met: 
	 A BTech (Architectural Technology) Applied Design degree that 

carries SACAP ‘Part 1’ accreditation, with an average mark of 
60% and at least 60% for the modules Applied Design 4 and 
Theory of Design 4. For internal (UJ) candidates who have 

achieved the minimum admission requirements, no interview is 
required, although may be requested; 

	 A BAS or equivalent degree that carries SACAP ‘Part 1’ accreditation 
with a 60% average and at least 60% for exit level Design and 
Design Theory-related modules. Applicants will be required to 
submit a portfolio of design work and attend an interview; 

	 An equivalent qualification at an equivalent standard (national 
or international), as determined by the GSA Admissions 
Committee after submission of a portfolio and/or interview of the 
applicant’s own design work. 

Selection criteria: Potential students are required to submit a 
portfolio and attend an interview. The assessment of both the 
portfolio and interview will be conducted by a panel of assessor(s) 
appointed by the GSA Admissions Committee.

Module structure:

HONOURS DEGREE PROGRAMMES (BAHons)

CODE MODULE PRE-
REQUISITES

MODULE  
TYPE 

ADP8XY4 Architectural Design Project (Year 1) None Compulsory 

AHT8XY4 Architectural History & Theory (Year 1) None Compulsory 

APP8XY4 Architectural Professional Practice (Year 1) None Compulsory
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Duration of programme: Minimum duration: one year full-time. 
Maximum number of modules per year of study: three modules. 

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Award of degree: The Bachelor of Architecture Honours is awarded to 
students who have completed all the prescribed modules successfully.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Art Therapy) H8TH1Q 
Admission requirements: The minimum admission requirements for 
the BAHons (Art Therapy) programme is an appropriate Bachelor’s 
Degree, BTech Degree or equivalent Advanced Diploma. Appro-
priate qualifications include the fields of Education, Humanities 
or Health Sciences, or a professional qualification relating to arts 
or psychotherapies at an equivalent standard determined by a UJ 
Status Committee and supported by a portfolio of the applicant’s 
own experiential and image-based work.

In addition, a minimum of two years of Psychology is a prerequisite 
for entry.

NOTE: 
	 All prospective students would need some experience of working 

with image making within community contexts. 
	 All students will be required to submit a portfolio of their own 

artwork and a letter of motivation.

Selection criteria: Selection is based on academic merit of the 
candidate’s art portfolio, psychological maturity, and capacity to 
engage creatively with their internal world and external worlds. 
Candidates require a minimum of two years of Psychology. 
Applications are approved by the Departmental Committee 
comprising a panel of assessors from the Visual Art Departmental 
Committee and Art Psychotherapy specialist lecturers. Candidates 
will be interviewed, and their portfolios assessed by the Visual Art 
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Department’s Selection Committee panel. Candidates who are 
not accepted may request to receive feedback regarding their 
unsuccessful submission. 

Applicants who wish to specialise in Art Therapy are selected by 
means of an entrance assessment comprising the following: 
1.	 A personal portfolio that demonstrates an ability to engage 

reflectively with visual art, image making and design practices. 
2.	An interview where candidates reflective practice will be assessed. 
3.	A written motivation that demonstrates sufficient academic and 

research competency. 
4.	Evidence of community engagement experience (recommended). 

Duration of the programme:
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time
Maximum number of modules per year of study: All modules must 
be successfully completed in order for students to graduate.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the programme 
is to develop students’ creative, imaginative, and critical knowledge, 
skills, and academic research capabilities within the domains of the 
art therapy discourse, visual arts and psychosocial and therapeutic 
industries. The Honours programme will equip students with an 
intermediate knowledge of Art Therapy theories, and research 
methodologies, as they relate to eventual practice as an Art Therapist 
on completion of a Masters in Art Therapy, as well as an ability to 
think competently, safely, and ethically in a range of observed clinical 
settings. The programme facilitates the process of exploration and 
critical inquiry, on both an internal and external level, to understand 
how meaning is created through art making, which can then be applied 
in a clinical context. The programme focuses on creative, critical 
thinking and how this applies to clinical contexts according to ethical 
and professional standards (as outlined by the appropriate professional 
governing Boards of the Health Professions Council of South Africa 
and the South African National Arts Therapies Organisation) in order 
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to explore Art Therapy approaches within South African, pan-African, 
and international contexts. In keeping with the University’s focus 
on promoting African scholarship, this programme addresses the 
need for academically adept, discipline-sophisticated, and civic-
minded graduates who are able to complete this Honours as the first 
step to entering into a proposed Masters programme to respond to 
psychosocial challenges in a globalised environment through the use of 
art making, building on a sustainable model and practice for the arts in 
the realm of psychosocial environments. 
NOTE: The student obtaining this Honours qualification cannot 
practice clinical Art Therapy before obtaining a Masters qualification, 
which is a registered profession with the Health Professions Council of 
South Africa (HPCSA).

Name of programme:

BAHons (Design) H8DE1Q
Offered in the Department of Graphic Design.

Admission requirements: An appropriate Bachelors Degree with a 
recommended minimum of 60% for all final year modules. 

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission require-
ments as outlined above, prospective students may be required to 
present a portfolio of their own work to an interview panel.

Duration of programme:
One year full-time/two years part-time

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The Bachelor of Arts Honours 
in Design prepares students for research based postgraduate study and 
entry into a design career by enabling students to produce creative 
solutions to complex problems within a specialist area of design and to 
conduct and report research under supervision.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Design) H8FD1Q 
Offered in the Department of Fashion.
Admission requirements: An appropriate Bachelors degree with a 
recommended minimum of 60% for all final year modules.
Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission require-
ments as outlined above, prospective students may be required to 
present a portfolio of their own work to an interview panel.
Duration of programme: One year full-time/two years part-time
Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za
Brief description of programme: The purpose of the Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Design prepares students for research based postgraduate 
study and entry into a design career by enabling students to produce 
creative solutions to complex problems within a specialist area of design, 
and to conduct and report on research under supervision.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Design) H8MM1Q 
Offered in the Department of Multimedia.

Admission requirements: An appropriate Bachelors degree with a 
recommended minimum of 60% for all final year modules.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission require-
ments as outlined above, prospective students may be required to 
present a portfolio of their own work to an interview panel.

Duration of programme: One year full-time/two years part-time

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of programme: The purpose of the Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Design prepares students for research based postgraduate 
study and entry into a design career by enabling students to produce 
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creative solutions to complex problems within a specialist area of design, 
and to conduct and report on research under supervision.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Industrial Design) H8ID1Q
Admission requirements: An appropriate Bachelors degree in 
Industrial Design with a recommended minimum of 60% for all 
final year modules.
Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission require-
ments as outlined above, prospective students will be required to 
present a portfolio of their own work to an interview panel.
Duration of programme: One year full-time / Two years part-time
Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of programme: The purpose of the Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Industrial Design is to prepare students for research based 
postgraduate study and entry into an industrial design career by enabling 
students to produce creative solutions to complex problems in industrial 
design and to conduct and report on research under supervision.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Interior Design) H8IN2Q
Offered in the Department of Interior Design.

Admission requirements: An accredited Bachelor’s degree or 
equivalent  in Interior Design, with a recommended average mark 
of 60% for all final year modules.

Selection criteria: Selection is based on the submission of a 
portfolio, any prior industry experience, and an academic record.

Duration of programme:
Minimum duration: one year full-time or two years part-time.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz

Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of programme: The purpose of the Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Interior Design is to prepare students for further research-
based postgraduate study and entry into an advanced interior design 
career level or associated built environment fields, by enabling students 
to conduct and report on research under supervision, produce creative 
solutions to complex design problems and develop and communicate the 
technical resolution according to industry requirements.

Name of programme:

BAHons (Visual Art) H8VA1Q
Admission requirements: An appropriate Bachelor’s degree  
with a recommended minimum of 60% for all final year modules 
is achieved.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work and/or a sample of 
their academic writing to an interview panel.

Duration of the programme:
1.	 Minimum duration: One year full-time / two years part-time
2.	Maximum number of modules per year of study:
	 Full-time: One Year module and 2 semester modules (Art History 

and Theory specialisation) or,
	 Full-time: Three Year modules (Studio Practice specialisation)
	 Part-time: Art History Option: One year module in year one (Art 

and Visual Theory 4) and two semester modules in year two (Art 
History and Theory 4A and Art History and Theory 4B) or

	 Part-time: Studio Practice Option: Two Year modules in Year One 
(Studio Practice 4 and Visual Art Professional Practice 4 only) 
and, One Year module in Year Two: (Art and Visual Theory 4)

All full time and part time BA (Visual Art) Honours students must 
complete the compulsory module Art and Visual Theory 4. In this 
module, students must complete the proposal and literature review 
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successfully before moving on to the Dissertation requirement of 
the module. Students must then choose from either of the following 
two sets of elective modules:
	 Art History and Theory 4A and Art History and Theory 4B OR
	 Studio Practice 4 and Visual Art Professional Practice 4

All modules must be successfully completed in order for students 
to graduate. The following rules apply regarding the BA Honours 
(Visual Art) curriculum:
	 Part-time Visual Art students are advised to successfully 

complete Studio Practice 4 as well as the Visual Art Professional 
Practice 4 modules before registering for Art and Visual Theory 4 
modules in their second year of study.

	 Art History students including appropriately-qualified students 
from the Faculty of Humanities, can negotiate the combination of 
their modules including electives, with the Visual Art Department.

	 It is recommended that such students successfully complete at 
least Art and Visual Theory 4 (i.e. the Proposal and Dissertation 
module) as well as ONE elective from Art History and Theory 
4A and Art History and Theory 4B in their first year, before 
registering for the remainder of the modules in their second year.

	 In the Visual Art Professional Practice 4 module, students must choose 
to specialize in the professional practice component of the module 
AND, either the Work Integrated Learning option OR, the Community 
Engagement / Socially Engaged / Collaborative Art option.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the Bachelor 
of Arts Honours in Visual Art is to prepare students for research-based 
postgraduate study and entry into the diverse careers in the visual and 
cultural industries by enabling students to produce creative solutions 
to complex problems within specialist areas of academic enquiry. 
Such areas comprise Research Methodologies, Proposal Writing and 
Dissertation as well as either Art History and Theory or Studio Practice 

and Visual Art Professional Practice, to exhibit this work professionally 
and to conduct and report on research under supervision. The Bachelor 
of Arts Honours in Visual Art curriculum accommodates students who 
wish to pursue a Studio Practice (Practical) major, a theoretical focus on 
Art History and Visual Theory and aspects of work integrated learning or 
community-engaged art practice. The curriculum also accommodates 
Humanities Faculty students who have specialised in Art History. The 
programme comprises five modules, one of which is compulsory for all 
students, as well as four independent elective modules, from which either 
of two sets of elective modules are selected, which accommodates the 
student’s area of specialisation.
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MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAMMES (MA)

PROGRAMMES
Name of the programme:

MA (Art Therapy) H9AT1Q 
Admission requirements: The minimum admission requirements 
for the MA Art Therapy degree is the BA Hons (AT) with a 65% 
aggregate and completion of Psychology credits 1, 2 and 3.

Selection criteria: Selection is based on academic merit of the 
candidate’s art portfolio, psychological maturity, and capacity to 
engage creatively with their internal world and external worlds. 
Applications are approved by the Departmental Committee 
comprising a panel of assessors from the Visual Art Departmental 
Committee and Art Psychotherapy specialist lecturers.

Candidates will be interviewed and their portfolios assessed by 
Visual Art Department’s Selection Committee panel. Candidates 
who are not accepted may request to receive feedback regarding 
their unsuccessful submission.

Applicants who wish to specialise in Art Therapy are selected by 
means of an entrance assessment comprising the following:
1.	 A personal portfolio that demonstrates an ability to engage 

reflectively with visual art, image making and design practices; 

2.	An interview where the candidate’s reflective practice will be assessed; 
3.	A written motivation that demonstrates sufficient academic and 

research competency.
4.	Evidence of community engagement experience (recommended);
5.	An agreement to be in personal therapy during the programme.

Duration:
Minimum: Two years full-time / three years part-time.
Maximum number of modules per year of study:  
4 (full-time)/ 3 (part-time).
All modules must be successfully completed in order for students 
to graduate. 

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz  
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the programme 
is to develop students’ clinical practice and critical knowledge, skills, and 
academic research capabilities within the domains of the Art Therapy 
discourse, while promoting creative and imaginative thinking in the 
visual arts, psychological, psychosocial and therapeutic industries. The 
Masters programme will equip students with advanced knowledge of Art 

mailto:fadapg@uj.ac.za
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CREATIVE RATIONALE:

This project is based on the exploration of the role that human-centred (participatory, 
community based) graphic design can have within a variety of projects in and around 
Johannesburg.

As a designer, I have chosen to create wall art illustrations which boldly speak to bright and 
striking colours. The colour palette, selected font and illustration designs are created in a 
free-flow and organic manner. The parkade wall is for attraction and decorative purposes 
but is large enough to act as a bold and colourful backdrop for pictures. The two other 
wall designs are interactive selfie-walls. The selfie wall designs are created based on their 
surrounding animals and since there are no animals located closely at the entrance, I have 
decided to include peacock wings. 

The peacock wings welcome wall was inspired by the many peacocks which wonder freely 
around the zoo. The idea was to brighten up the feathers by adding uncommon colours with 
the text ‘welcome’ inviting zoo visitors to take their common wings selfie, but this time its 
peacock feathers.

The chimpanzee illustrative wall is located right by the chimps. A play on the concept of 
evolution and a family portrait, allowing visitors to take pictures near the chimps as if we 
were all apart of the same family. The bright and boldly coloured plant life acts as a boarder 
frame for that perfect selfie.

TYRA PETER
219044291

Johannesburg zoo trot start and finish sign is simply designed to improve the existing one by adding in 
colour and illustartive leaves. The banner is designed to be bold, legible and eye-catching.

Peacock welcome illustrative selfie wall was inspired by the typical butterfly wing selfie wall. The overall 
design is bold, bright and interactive.

Client:
Girls and Boys Town is a national non-profit organisation that helps 
vulnerable children, of all genders, through various programmes. 
GBT is committed to heal 1000’s of broken-hearted children who are 
sexually, psychologically and/or physically abused. These children can 
also be victims of abandonment and rejection. Many children in the 
programme come from poverty and performs badly in school or even 
struggles with basic social skills.

Brief:
Participatory design is the process that is focused on to ensure that 
the final designs are practical and appropriate to the client’s needs. In 
this case the needs of the client was to significantly improve the Food 
Gardens at Girls and Boys Town, and through that, the youth should 
learn valuable life skills while going through a psychological healing 
process. The deliverables are up to the student/designer to come up 
with, while keeping in mind what benefits the programme can add to a 
child’s gardening experiences. 

FFoooodd
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Interactive infographic -  Home page (Click on Spring onion) Interactive infographic -  Veggie menu page Interactive infographic -  Soil preperation page

Interactive infographic

Link: 
https://xd.adobe.com/view/
f2b81aa8-fc1d-424a-a102-
565448e19302-a7eb/

Interactive infographic -  Water schedule page Interactive infographic -  Benefits page Interactive infographic -  Interesting facts page Interactive infographic -  Recipe page

BUNA AFRICA
#1B1F2F

#1BB3A7

#7D7B7C

#FG7GHO

#D8D7CC

#F8B404

Fish Farmers Aid
THE CLIENT

Buna Africa is a web based platform that
assists African fish farmers with relevant
information and services and it provides a
conduit for government officials to obtain
production data from the farmers. The primary
purpose of Buna is to link fish farmers to the
4IR. When looking at the South African context,
it should be recognized that many rural fish
farmers may have low literacy skills. These
skills are not only seen in terms of traditional
definitions of literacy and language barriers,
but also in terms of digital literacies, and
further - information literacies – a skills
identified as essential, but under-represented,
in the development of 4IR (Chaka 2020

RATIONALE

i must strengthen Buna Africa's brand presence in their
online platforms such as redesigning their webpage, and
to also develop a platform where Fish Farmers can find
referrals to the brand through some of the information
that will be supplied via the scoial media accounts which
will be created for the company. This will help people to
find confidence with the brand, and for the organization to
be more easily distinguishable from other competitors
with the aims of increasing their company's marketing
sales and literature skills of their farmers through creating
campaigns for the brand. Their brand identity will also be
established through corporate identity items which will be
designed for the recognition of the company.

Moodboard

BEBAS NEUE CYRILLIC

Brittang
colour pallete

The planning of how I want
my website to look like, the
colour pallet and the style I
am going for. I am keeping
the colours of the brand,
and using very simple but
classy typefaces.

LEAGUE GOTHIC

AILERON REGULAR

BEBAS NEUE

POPPINS LIGHT
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BONGIWE MASHILOANE 217003869
COMMUNICATION DESIGN

This project is based on the role that 
human-centred graphic design can 
have within a variety of projects in and 
around Johannesburg, South Africa. 
In the first week, I was introduced to 
a small number of stakeholders and 
have chosen to work with the Joburg 
Zoo.  My project is on the interactive 
mural design for the Education Centre. 
For this project, I will need to design 
the interactive wall murals for the 
Rhino, Buffalo, and Elephant room. This 
project requires me to develop original, 
creative concepts that will help and 
strengthen the client’s end goals.

Wall 1 & 2 in the Buffalo room will be 
an interactive mural. Children will 
‘spot the difference’ between the 
two walls. There are 5 differences 
that children can identify.
Wall 3 will be an interactive wall 

mural with a whiteboard. The game is 
‘Categories’, where children write down 
the names of animals around a certain 
theme. The first letter is already given 
and there will be clues in the murals 
for children to identify. This is put onto 
a whiteboard and is multifunctional as 
presenters in meetings can use it as well.

Wall 1 & 2 in the Buffalo Room Wall 3 in the Buffalo Room

Extra wall in the Buffalo Room

BUFFALO ROOM

Carmen Kwan 
218056084

THE BRIEF

HONOURS PARTICIPATION DESIGN 2022
Participatory design is an approach that actively attempts to involve all
stakeholders (e.g. partners, customers, citizens, end users etc.) in the design process to 
ensure the  nal designs are usable, practical and appropriate to the client needs. 

Participatory design is an approach focused on processes and procedures of design and 
not a design style. The ideal is to createdesign solutions that are more responsive and 
appropriate to users’ cultural,emotional, spiritual and practical needs.

Participatory design has been used in many settings and at various scales.
For some, this approach has a political dimension of user empowerment and 
democratisation. For others, it is a method of sharing design responsibility and 
innovation by designers.

This project explores the role that human-centred graphic design can have
within various projects in and around Johannesburg. Students were introducedto a 

small number of stakeholders and had to work with one for the project’s duration. 
The 2020 stakeholders included the University of Johannesburg’s Process, Energy and 
Environmental Technology Station (UJ PEETS), BNAqua, an engineering project for  
ltering mine water, the UJ of ce of Ecological Intelligence, the national of ce of Arts and 
Culture, Young Gifted & Free and Siyakhana Food Gardens.

Students worked closely with their stakeholders to create and design

community-based problems speci� c to stakeholder needs, for instance,
branding, marketing, nutritional education on produce, guides to improve
practice etc. Students had to design a practical, appropriate, sustainable,
culturally sensitive, and usable solution by the client after completing the
project whilst still maintaining the highest standard.
“If you don’t know WHY and WHO before you come up with the WHAT,
you’ll end up creating NOTHING for NO ONE.”

The ‘Green Monster’ is a green bus that came to Boys Town in 1963. Before the bus was given to the 
organisation, the boys of Boys Town used to stay at the campus during the term and the holidays. 
When Lady Oppenheimer gave the land at Munster to Boys Town, the ‘Green Monster’ went on its 
first long journey. The bus had broken down when a break drum burst in a tremendous explosion. 

The ‘Green Monster’ finally gave up in 1982 however it was saved and is now exhibited a restaurant 
named the Bidon Bistro in Muldersdrift where many visitors are able to view the bus and its history. 
The ‘Green Monster’ was a house on wheels. It had a spacious interitor that served as a dining room 
and recreation room at Munster. The boys used to stretch out and sleep on the warm floor under 
the seats, some of them slept on the luggage rack under the roof and others made hammocks 
with their blankets. 
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By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down
Yeah, we wept, when we 
remembered Zion
By the rivers of Babylon, 
there we sat down
Yeah, we wept, when we 
remembered Zion
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YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
By supporting Girls and Boys 
Town, you make an invaluable 
difference to the lives of our 
young beneficiaries and 
thousands of family and 
community members. Every 
donation, regardless of the 
amount, is warmly welcome 
and appreciated.
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Designed by Honours Student 
Department of Graphic Design
University of Johannesburg 

@Gabriella De Abreu

* Please ensure that you have an app linked 
to your  bank account before donating

THE GREEN MONSTERGIRLS & BOYS TOWN
Girls and Boys Town was established in 1958 in order to heal the broken hearts of children that 
were harmed by the trauma of the world’s physical and emotional abuse. It is a national non-profit 
organisation that runs proven and successful programmes to strengthen vulnerable youth. 

They have helped to salvage the lives of over half a million young people from all walks of life; 
saving the vulnerable young, their families, their communities and the economy the stresses, 
strains and drains of the inevtiable consequences of broken hearts.  

bus wrap designs
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1968
FIRST OF SIX FUNDRAISING 
OFFICES OPEN IN GAUTENG

1970
CAMP CAROLINE HOLIDAY CAMP 
OPENS IN MUNSTER, KZN, FOR 
YOUTH!

1974
FIRST FAMILY HOME OPENS 
IN RONDEBOSCH, WC

1976
NEXT TWO FAMILY 
HOMES OPEN IN 
GLENWOOD, KZN & 
DINGLE, WC

1978
GENAZZANO YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE, TONGAAT, KZN OPENS

1983
RONDEBOSCH MOVES TO ALPHA 
FAMILY HOME, WC

1986
VERULAM FAMILY HOME OPENS

2008
GIRLS & BOYS TOWN 
TURNS 50

2007
We formally restructure into four 
service divisions:

residential services

training & education s ervices

MOBILE FAMILY SERVICE UNITS

1989
DUIN-EN-DAL, CROSSROADS 
(1979) RELOCATES AS MACASSAR 
YOUTH DEVELOPNENT CENTRE, WC

1999
NATIONAL HOTLINE SERVICE IS LAUNCHED. THE FIRST OF 
MANY COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMMES. KAGISO 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTRE OPENS IN GAUTENG

2001
FIRST OF TWO TRAINING & RESOURCE 
CENTRES OPENS IN THE WESTERN CAPER

2002
INTERNATIONAL AWARD 
FOR SERVICE EXECELLENCE 
FROM GBTUSA

2005
FIRST GIRLS ADMITTED INTO ALPHA FAMILY 
HOME, CLAREMONT FOLLOWING THE 
ORGANISATION NAME CHANGE TO GIRLS & 
BOYS TOWN

CAMP CAROLINE
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BOYS’ TOWN YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 
MAGALIESBURG OPENS

1979
BELLNAR AFTERCARE 
CENTRE OPENS

1982
OBSERVATORY FAMILY 
HOME OPENS IN JHB

1994
RANDFONTEIN YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 
OPENS (KAGISO)
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HONOURS ADVANCED CRAFTING 2022
In celebration of Mother Tongue Day students at the UJ Department of
Strategic Communication wrote innovative trans-lingual / multilingual pieces
such as a story / slam poem / song that captured indigenous knowledge
and ways of being based on interviews with participants. 

Honours Communication Design Students were required to design a digital magazine
to showcase the contributions of 36 selected students. Students came up with a suitable 

and original name for the magazine and created a strong and appealing masthead. 
They then familiarized themselves with the written content and selected appropriate 
imagery for the publication. 

They could create their own images, but were also allowed to use free illustration and
photography sites to identify appropriate, copyright free imagery to use.

If such images were used they had to acknowledge the creator alongside each image in 
the layout. 

Finally, they designed the magazine in InDesign in a suitable aesthetic and then 
prepared it to be ready for publication on a suitable digital publication platform such as 
ISSUU.

100 Fine Artists’ Books

Julie Chen54 55Julie Chen

A Guide 
to Higher 
Learning
A Guide to Higher Learning examines the experiential process of acquiring knowledge, on both academic and personal levels. 
The piece is comprised of 8 sections of rigid square pages that are hinged together in unexpected ways, giving the reader a 
physical reading experience that mirrors the complex meaning of the content. The book in its fully unfolded form reveals an 
intricate and fascinating visual pattern of information.

Letterpress printed in an edition of 100 copies and housed in a clamshell box.
Box size: 11 3/4” x 11 3/4” x 3 3/4”
Book size: 11” x 11” x 3 1/8”, opening to a full dimension of 31” x 31”
Dimension of viewing cloth is 34” x 34”
Year of publication: 2009
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Wurmzauber, Veronika Schäpers, 2002

Solitude 

In “Solitude,” a chapter of “Walden” 
Thoreau describes the advantages of 
solitary life in his cabin in the woods 
of Massachusetts, where he lived as 
a hermit for two years beginning in 
1845. All of the materials used come 
from the medical field or the resto-
ration supply industry. For example, 
the text is printed on filter paper that 
was originally used in labs, just like 
the round filters bearing the graph-
ics. In order to emphasize the clear, 
almost sterile impression, I did not 
use any color; the book comes to 
life through the different materials 
and white tones. The font, designed 
especially for this project by Alex 
Sonderegger at so+ba in Tokyo, is 
embossed into the soft filter paper 
using transparent printing ink. Each 
page of text shows the delicate 
outline of a circle that stands for 
one of the 14 filters included in the 
book. The round paper filters show 
abstract symbols and elements, all 
of which come from graphics rep-
resenting the global coronavirus 
events in the spring of 2020. In the 
context of Thoreau’s praise of nature 
and solitude, however, they could 
also be illustrations from the area 
around Walden Pond. The book has 
a flexible binding made of Paraprint 
non-woven fabric, a material that is 
used in restoration to cover delicate 
surfaces. The book and filters are 
stored separately in folded packag-
ing made of archival cardboard, with 
a Silk-screened title. The book is a 
collaboration with jewelry designer 
Susan Pietzsch from Tokyo.

Printed with polymer plates on 598 filter 
paper and DP 598 150 round filters from 
Hahnemühle.
Binding made from Enduro Ice-paper and 
Paraprint non-woven fabric.
Box made of various corrugated archival 
cardboards from Klug Conservation, Silk-
screened title.
16 pages + 14 round filters, 27 x 22 cm
Edition: 50 copies numbered with Arabic 
numerals, 8 copies numbered with Roman 
numerals
Karlsruhe and Tokyo, 2021

Pyongyang, North Korea

The photo book from 2004 shows 
my impressions of a seven-day trip 
to North Korea. The dominant gray 
color of the buildings, interrupted 
only by red slogans, made the city 
feel very dismal. The impression 
was reinforced by the fact that there 
was no visible sign of its inhabitants. 
I had the impression that many of 
the things we were shown were 
not normal everyday life, but rather 
a production staged for foreign-
ers, and it seemed that only small 
details on the sidelines could break 
through this staging. In the summer 
of 2018 friends told me how much 
the city had changed and I asked 
them to take pictures of these 
changes during their next visit. In 
addition to numerous new buildings, 
many of the formerly gray build-
ings have been painted in colorful 
shades. More kiosks are opening in 
the downtown area, and people’s 
clothes have become more colorful 
and varied. Mobile phones and cars 
are now normal sights, along with 
electric bikes. I decided to divide 
the pictures of 2018 into 6 groups 
and make a “picture viewer” TV for 
each one – a popular city souvenir 
from the 1960s that, to me, seems 
to suit North Korea’s still very artifi-
cial, staged-feeling architecture and 
aesthetics.

North Korea, May 2004: Inkjet print on 
Chinese bamboo paper, laminated with 
Chinese Kozo paper and primed with 
konnyaku nori.
Flexible binding made from Satogami 
paper with a cutting from a North Korean 
propaganda poster, inkjet printed.
24 pages. 38 x 26 cm
North Korea, September 2018: 6 picture 
viewers with 10 images each
Box made from white and green acrylic 
glass with screen printed title
Edition: 20 sets (2004 and 2018)
Karlsruhe, 2019

Domanique Barroso Velez

Evelyn Maphalle

Gabriella de Abreu
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Domanique Barroso Velez
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Therapy theories, research methodologies and outputs, and professional 
therapeutic and clinical skills. The programme facilitates the process of 
exploration and critical inquiry, on both an internal and external level, to 
understand how meaning is created through art making, which can then be 
applied in a clinical context. The programme facilitates clinical placement 
and supervision aligned to ethical and professional standards that leads to 
required registration, as outlined by the appropriate professional governing 
Boards of the Health Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) and 
South African National Art Therapy Association (SANATA). In keeping with 
the University’s focus on promoting African scholarship, this programme 
addresses the need for academically adept, discipline-sophisticated, and 
civic-minded graduates who are able to complete this Masters programme 
and contribute to the demand for therapists as well as the research outputs 
for the profession and University.

Name of programme:

Master of Architecture (MArch) M8AT1Q 
Credits: 180 

SAQA registration: 112124 

Date instituted: 1 January 2020 

Phasing-out date: None 

Purpose of the programme: The purpose of this programme is  
to offer a programme at the ‘Part 2’ level (as defined by the South 
African Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP) in terms 
of Act 44 of 2000), thereby preparing students for entry into the 
architectural profession at the ‘Candidate Architect’ registration 
category. Having obtained this qualification, students will be able 
to: demonstrate competence in the specified exit level outcomes; 
conduct independent research at a high theoretical and/or design-
research based level; and independently perform architectural 
services in both public and private sectors, or in specialised fields 
within the built environment-related disciplines.

Admission requirements: A Bachelor of Architecture Honours 
(BArch Hons), Bachelor of Architectural Studies Honours (BAS Hons) 
degree, or an equivalent qualification at an equivalent standard, as 
recommended by a Status Committee and approved by the Faculty 
Board and who meet the selection criteria described below. 

Selection criteria: Selection is based on academic merit, as 
approved by the GSA Admissions Committee: 
	 Portfolios are assessed by a panel of assessor(s) appointed by 

the GSA Admissions Committee; 
	 Applicants are informed in writing of the outcome of the 

portfolio assessment and interview.

Module structure:

CODE MODULE PRE-REQUISITES

ADE8XY4 Architectural Design Portfolio None

Duration of programme: This Master’s programme is offered on a 
full-time basis only. 
Minimum number of months for registration: 12 months. 
Maximum number of months for registration: 24 months. 

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Award of degree: The Master of Architecture degree will be conferred on 
students who have completed the module successfully. 

Name of programme:

MArch (Design, Theory & Practice)  
(Post-Professional)  M8DT1Q 
Credits: 180 

SAQA registration: 112141 

Date instituted: 1 January 2019 
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Purpose of the programme: The MArch (Design, Theory and 
Practice) offers a Master’s level programme open to candidates 
seeking an opportunity to pursue advanced architectural design, 
theory and practice research, leading to a qualification appropriate 
for an academic career or research at PhD level. It is particularly 
aimed at delivering diverse, yet highly focused strands of 
theoretical research. Having obtained this qualification, students 
will be able to demonstrate competence in the specified exit level 
outcomes and be able to conduct independent research at a high 
theoretical and/or design-research based level. It is important to 
note that this programme can lead to PhD level.

Admission requirements: Bachelor of Architecture Honours (BArch 
Hons), Bachelor of Architectural Studies Honours (BAS Hons), 
degree, or an equivalent qualification at an equivalent standard, 
as recommended by a Status Committee and approved by the 
Faculty Board and who meet the selection criteria described below. 

Students with existing Master’s level degrees in a design- or related 
discipline may also apply.

Selection criteria: Given resource and space restrictions and the 
importance of selecting students who have a realistic chance of 
success in meeting the outcomes of the programme; selection is 
based on academic merit, as approved by the GSA Admissions 
Committee. To this end: 
	 Applications and / or portfolios are assessed by a panel of 

assessor(s) appointed by the GSA Admissions Committee; 
	 Applicants will be requested to provide a proposal, 

recommendation letter and references. 
	 Applicants are informed in writing of the outcome of the application. 

Module structure:

CODE SEMESTER MODULE PRE-REQUISITES

APT8X01 1 Architectural Portfolio/Thesis None

APT8X02  2 Architectural Portfolio/Thesis None

Photograph: Tristan McLaren
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Programme structure: This Master’s programme is offered on a 
full-time basis. However under special conditions, students may be 
allowed to attend the programme over a two-year period, instead 
of only a one-year period.

	 Minimum number of months for registration: 12 months. 
	 Maximum number of months for registration: 36 months. 

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Award of degree: The Master of Architecture degree will be conferred on 
students who have completed the module successfully.

Name of programme:

MA (Design) Department of Graphic Design M8DE1Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree. A 
“professional” Bachelor’s Degree, or a Postgraduate Diploma, with 
sufficient preparation to conduct research with a recommended 
minimum of 60% for all final-year modules. A relevant Baccalaureus 
Technologiae, with an average mark of at least 65% combined with a 
research methodology short learning component as recommended by 
a Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is required 
of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual research. 
In the case of textual research the portfolio would contain 
examples of written research, and in the case of artefactual 
research a portfolio with design artefacts would be required.

Duration of programme:  
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time.
Maximum duration: Two years full-time/three years part-time

The research component comprises 100% of the programme.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the programme is 
to educate and train researchers who can contribute to the development 
of knowledge at an advanced level. The Master’s Degree is earned by 
completing a single advanced research project, culminating in the 
production and acceptance of a dissertation.
Research dissertation modules:	 Communication Design

Name of programme:

MA (Design) Department of Fashion Design M8FD1Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree 
a “professional” Bachelor’s Degree, or relevant Postgraduate 
Diploma, with sufficient preparation to conduct research with 
a recommended minimum of 60% for all final-year modules. 
A relevant Baccalaureus Technologiae: Fashion degree, with 
an average mark of at least 65% combined with a research 
methodology short learning component as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is required 
of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual research. 
In the case of textual research the portfolio would contain 
examples of written research, and in the case of artefactual 
research a portfolio with design artefacts would be required.

Duaration of programme:
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time.
Maximum duration: Two years full-time/three years part-time
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The research component comprises 100% of the programme.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of programme: The purpose of the programme is to 
educate and train researchers who can contribute to the development 
of knowledge at an advanced level. The Master’s degree is earned by 
completing a single advanced research project, culminating in the 
production and acceptance of a dissertation.

Name of programme:

MA (Design) Department of Industrial Design M8PD1Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree 
a “professional” Bachelor’s Degree, or relevant Postgraduate 
Diploma, with sufficient preparation to conduct research with 
a recommended minimum of 60% for all final-year modules. A 
relevant Baccalaureus Technologiae: Industrial Design degree, 
with an average mark of at least 65% combined with a research 
methodology short learning component as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is 
required of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual 
research. In the case of textual research the portfolio would contain 
examples of written research, and in the case of artefactual 
research a portfolio with design artefacts would be required.

Duration of programme:
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time.
Maximum duration: Two years full-time/three years part-time
The research component comprises 100% of the programme.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the programme is 
to educate and train researchers who can contribute to the development 
of knowledge at an advanced level. The Master’s degree is earned by 
completing a single advanced research project, culminating in the 
production and acceptance of a dissertation.

Name of programme:

MA (Design) Department of Interior Design M8ID1Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree 
a Bachelor’s Degree, or relevant Postgraduate Diploma, with 
sufficient preparation to conduct research with a recommended 
minimum of 60% for all final-year modules. A relevant 
Baccalaureus Technologiae: Interior Design degree, with an 
average mark of at least 65% combined with a research 
methodology short learning component as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is 
required of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual 
research. In the case of textual research the portfolio would contain 
examples of written research, and in the case of artefactual 
research a portfolio with design artefacts would be required.

Duaration of programme:
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time.
Maximum duration: Two years full-time/three years part-time
The research component comprises 100% of the programme.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za
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Brief description of programme: The purpose of the programme is to 
educate and train researchers who can contribute to the development 
of knowledge at an advanced level. The Master’s degree is earned by 
completing a single advanced research project, culminating in the 
production and acceptance of a dissertation.

Name of programme:

MA (Design) Department of Multimedia M8MM1Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree 
a “professional” Bachelor’s Degree, or relevant Postgraduate 
Diploma, with sufficient preparation to conduct research with 
a recommended minimum of 60% for all final-year modules. A 
relevant Baccalaureus Technologiae: Digital Media degree, with 
an average mark of at least 65% combined with a research 
methodology short learning component as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is required 
of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual research. 
In the case of textual research the portfolio would contain 
examples of written research, and in the case of artefactual 
research a portfolio with design artefacts would be required.

Duration of programme:
Minimum duration: One year full-time/two years part-time.
Maximum duration: Two years full-time/three years part-time
The research component comprises 100% of the programme.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the programme is 
to educate and train researchers who can contribute to the development 
of knowledge at an advanced level. The Master’s Degree is earned by 

completing a single advanced research project, culminating in the 
production and acceptance of a dissertation.

Name of programme:

MA (Industrial Design) M8PD2Q
Admission requirements: A relevant Bachelor Honours Degree, a 
“professional” Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Design (NQF level 8), 
or a Postgraduate Diploma, in Industrial Design, or an equivalent 
qualification at an equivalent standard as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board with sufficient 
preparation to conduct research with a recommended minimum of 
60% for all finalyear modules. A relevant Baccalaureus Technologiae 
in Industrial Design, with an average mark of at least 65% combined 
with a research methodology short learning component.

Selection criteria: In addition to the minimum admission 
requirements as outlined above, prospective students may be 
required to present a portfolio of their own work to an interview 
panel. A portfolio would be requested if further evidence is required 
of a students’ readiness to conduct textual or artefactual research. In 
the case of textual research the portfolio would contain examples of 
written research, and in the case of artefactual research a portfolio 
with industrial design artefacts would be required.

Duration of programme:
Minimum duration: one year full-time / two years part-time.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: The purpose of the Master of 
Arts in Industrial Design is to develop researchers who can contribute 
to industrial design knowledge at an advanced level. This qualification 
by research will be earned by completing an advanced research project, 
which culminates in the production and acceptance of a dissertation. 
The research project may take the form of textual or artefactual 
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research but, regardless of the preferred form of research, a written 
dissertation is delivered as the final output of the qualification which 
complies with the generally accepted norms for research at this level.

Name of programme:

MA (Visual Art) M8VA1Q
Admission requirements: Bachelor of Arts Honours in Visual Art. 
BA Hons (Visual Art ) or B Hons (Fine Art) or, BA Hons (Fine Art), or 
BA Hons, with an average mark of at least 65 % or an equivalent 
qualification at an equivalent standard, as recommended by a 
Status Committee and approved by the Faculty Board. A portfolio 
of selected practical work in visual art is required for candidates 
who intend specialising in any aspect of visual art practice.

Selection Criteria: Selection is based on academic merit and a 
preliminary research proposal, as approved by the Departmental 
Admissions Committee.

Duration of programme:
Nature of programme: Two-year research programme.
Minimum number of months for registration: 24 months.
Maximum number of months for registration: 24 months full-time, 
36 months part-time.

The research component comprises 100% of the programme but 
can be configured as follows:
1.	 Exhibition and Dissertation (50%/50%) – Practical component: 

On-going studio production, culminating in a public exhibition 
of artwork: quantity and quality should be of a professional 
standard, reflecting an in-depth exploration into chosen area 
of focus. (Can include: Photography, video and new media art, 
environmental art and related practice) A catalogue of practical 
work is required.

	 Theoretical component: A dissertation of approximately 60 
pages (15-20 000 words), excluding footnotes, endnotes, 
illustrations and appendices. Its content could comprise two 

parts i.e., (a) a theoretical contextualization and critical analysis 
of an approved research topic, and (b) an explication and visual 
documentation of the practical component

2.	Theoretical Research by Dissertation (100%) – A dissertation, of 
approximately 120 pages (30-40 000 words); excluding footnotes, 
endnotes, illustrations, documentation and appendices. Can 
include research related to or drawn from the fields of art history, 
art theory, art criticism, and/or visual culture.

3.	Community-Based participatory research (CBR) by dissertation 
(100%) – Research report motivating a participative methodology 
within a socio-economic context. The 100% research component 
should be approximately 120 pages text (25-30 000 words), 
excluding footnotes, endnotes, illustrations, documentation and 
appendices. The practical component can be an annotated 
catalogue of the outcomes of the research project.

4.	Socially engaged art practice by dissertation and exhibition or 
catalogue (100%) – Focus areas can include art education or 
art therapy research; or can include an analytical investigation 
into, and the arguing of, a theoretical position in relation to a 
social or educational context artifactual and artistic production. 
Annotated catalogue of community practice work required.

5.	Practice-led Research (100%) – Practice mode can be in the form 
of an annotated catalogue, research report or documentation 
of visual practice and the arguing of a theoretical position in 
relation to artifactual and artistic production.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of the programme: Having obtained this 
qualification, students will be able to conduct advanced independent 
research in a particular area of the visual arts, demonstrating complex 
analytical and practical skills and knowledge in writing a dissertation 
and, where applicable, an exhibition of original work or artefacts 
appropriate to the research mode.
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Name of programme:

PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) in Art History PHD181
Admission requirements: An appropriate Master’s Degree, with an 
average mark of at least 65% or an equivalent qualification at an 
equivalent standard.

Selection criteria: Selection is based on academic merit and a 
preliminary research proposal, as approved by the Department and 
proposed Supervisor.

Duration of programme:
Minimum duration: Two years full-time or part-time.
Maximum duration: Four years full-time or five years part-time.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Briref description of the programme: The purpose of the programme 
is to enable candidates to undertake research at the most advanced 
academic level culminating in the submission, assessment and 
acceptance of a thesis in a theoretical and/or historical aspect of visual 
culture. The candidate is required to demonstrate high-level research 
capability and make a significant and original academic contribution to 
the understanding of art and visual culture.

DOCTORAL DEGREES (PhD)
Name of programme:

PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) in Art and Design P8AD1Q
Admission requirements: An appropriate Master’s Degree or 
equivalent with a minimum final mark of 65%

Selection criteria: An appropriate Master’s Degree or equivalent 
with a minimum final mark of 65%

Duaration of programme:
Minimum duration: Two years full-time or part-time.
Maximum duration: Four years full-time or five years part-time.

Contact details: Name: Mrs Adele Maritz 
Tel: 011 559 1126 / Email: fadapg@uj.ac.za

Brief description of programme: The purpose of the programme is to 
enable candidates to undertake research at the most advanced academic 
level culminating in in the submission, assessment and acceptance of 
a thesis. The candidate is required to demonstrate high-level research 
capability and make a significant and original academic contribution 
at the frontiers of art and/or design. In certain instances creative work 
such as designed artefacts, public performances, public exhibitions or 
other practice based outputs may constitute the partial fulfilment of the 
research requirements.

PROGRAMMES
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Art and Design Modules presented to BEd and PGCE students of the Faculty of Education  
Refer to the Faculty of Education Rules and Regulations for curriculum information related to BEd and PGCE qualifications. 

Contact Ms M Rademeyer 011 559 3592 for information on the BEd programmes and selection procedure.
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ABOUT UJ ARTS & CULTURE
UJ Arts & Culture is a division in the Faculty of Art, Design & Architecture (FADA). It produces and presents 
world-class student and professional arts programmes aligned to the UJ vision of an international university 
of choice, anchored in Africa, dynamically shaping the future. A robust range of arts platforms are offered 
on all four UJ campuses for students, staff, alumni and the general public to experience and engage with 
emerging and established Pan-African and international artists drawn from the full spectrum of the arts. 
For regular updates on the UJ Arts Centre follow @UJArtsCentre on Twitter or visit the University of Johannesburg Arts & 
Culture Facebook page. Call 011 559 4674/3058 for general enquiries. 
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The Design Society Development (DSD) DESIS Lab is a multi-disciplinary community of practice, based at 
the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture, University of Johannesburg, that seeks to better understand 
how design can best serve the emerging needs of broader society, specifically in the face of staggering 
inequality and rapid change in Gauteng, South Africa. Our lab is currently focused on challenging 
the ethnocentric view of the world brought about through modernization, and hence plays particular 
interest to our local context, cultural diversity and local needs. As designers we undertake design research 
projects through participatory, and preferably multi-stakeholder, human-centred methodologies in order 
to bring about appropriately considered change. The DSD DESIS Lab includes participants from design, 
the social sciences, economics and art. Activities undertaken within the auspices of the lab include 
practice, research activities and information dissemination.

The DESIS Network is an international network of 48 design labs, based in design schools and design-oriented 
universities, actively involved in promoting and supporting sustainable change. The DESIS association was formed 
between the Politenico di Milano (Italy), The New School (USA), University of Arts London (UK), Universidade 
Federal do Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), Jiangnan University (China), and Tongji University (China). In June 2014 and the 
DSD DESIS Lab was accepted as the fourth lab based in Africa shortly thereafter. The DSD DESIS Lab 
is also a promoter of the international DESIS Food Cluster together with Polimi DESIS Lab, 
Milan and Strategic Design Senarios (SDS), Brussels.

The DSD DESIS Lab meets monthly to interrogate research, projects, methods and products 
that impact on the intersection and interplay between design, society and development in 
our specific context. We understand design as referring to the conscious choices we make 
in creating systems (community, society and productive systems) and technologies 
(products, artefacts, communicative technologies, systems integration); society as 
the human context that includes the broader social systems of culture, economy, 
politics and environment; and development as the discourse and practice of positive 
and considered change. We draw on critical political economy, social sciences, 
appropriate technology development, participatory and human-centered design, 
and other design approaches in our practice and research. For more info please 
visit http://www.designsocietydevelopment.org/

DSD DESIS Lab
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Prof Brenda Schmahmann is the SARChI Research Chair in South African Art 
and Visual Culture. Hosted by the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture and 
integrated with the work of the faculty, this prestigious position is funded by the 
Department of Science and Innovation (DSI) and administered by the National 
Research Foundation (NRF). The SARChI Research Chair serves as a forum 
for initiatives in research by not only Prof Schmahmann but also postdoctoral 
research fellows, postgraduate students and others working with her.
Research falling under the ambit of the SARChI Research Chair in South African Art and 
Visual Culture is in art history as well as disciplines and fields which are cognate to it, 
such as design history and fashion theory. With particular expertise in gender, public 
art and the deployment of art and design in the context of community projects in South 
Africa, those working under the ambit of the SARChI Chair produce research and acquire 
postgraduate qualifications that have immediate social relevance and value. In a context 
where there is an imperative to re-write histories and develop a richer understanding of 
South African identities, and where art museums are redefining their collecting policies 
as well as seeking curatorial methods for visualising the past and present, there is a high 
demand for the research and capacities of qualified visual theorists. Art historians and vi-
sual theorists are also vital to the art gallery sector, where they play an immediate role in 
enabling markets for artists, as well as in aspects of arts management. Programmes in art 
and design at South African secondary and tertiary institutions depend on appropriately 
qualified and capable theorists who are able to offer instruction in histories about art, 
design and visual culture, and the ways in which these potentially inform contemporary 
art and design practices. 

In summary, then, the SARChI Research Chair in South African Art and Visual Culture 
provides a forum for producing significant research with immediate social relevance and 
impact for the heritage, museum, gallery and education sectors, while also developing 
a new generation of postgraduates with qualifications and capacities to continue and 
expand this work.

DSI-NRF South African Research Chair in  
South African Art and Visual Culture (SARChI)

Contact Details: Professor Brenda Schmahmann
Email: brendas@uj.ac.za ¡ Tel: +27 11 559 7220/1 ¡ www.uj.ac.za/fada
Physical Address: 33 Twickenham Avenue, Auckland Park, Johannesburg

Image: Intsikizi Tapestries by The Keiskamma Art Project
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Visual Identities in Art and Design (VIAD)

Established in 2007, the Visual Identities in Art and Design 
Research Centre (VIAD) is an interdisciplinary research centre 
based within the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture, 
University of Johannesburg. VIAD supports an international 
community of Visiting Professors, Research Associates and 
Postdoctoral Fellows, whose diverse research projects promote 
critical thinking (and feeling) around African and African 
diasporic histories, identities and creative human practices. 
Reflecting its commitment to practice-led research, VIAD 
facilitates a dynamic programme of exhibitions, publications 
and interdisciplinary platforms, presented in collaboration with 
local and international partners.

Building on the centre’s focus to date on identity construction through forms 
of visual practice, visual culture and visual representation, projects supported 
from 2020-22 will contribute toward a critical rethinking of history-making 
and future-imagining within the historical paradigm (and contemporary 
afterlives) of racial slavery, colonial modernity and apartheid. Central to 
this focal area is how cultural and aesthetic practices are enacted as ‘living 
histories’ and ‘imaginings of the new’ within contexts of racialised, gendered 
and sexualised violence, and how such practices open to new ways of 
thinking about freedom, community and what it means to be human.

www.instagram.com/viad_fada  www.viad.co.za

The Paris Albums 1900. Installation view from the exhibition Black Chronicles 
IV (Curated by Renée Mussai of Autograph ABP, London),  
FADA Gallery, April-May 2018. Photo by Anthea Pokroy.



The FADA Gallery operates within the Faculty of Art, Design 
and Architecture. The Gallery hosts exhibitions, events and 
talks on art, design and architecture, produced by staff, 
students, alumni and the art and design community in 

Johannesburg and beyond.

FADA Gallery is a multidisciplinary exhibition platform articulating the 
core business of the Faculty within the values of UJ, namely to stimulate 
critical thinking and scholarship through contemporary art and design 
issues and practice. 

For the Gallery schedule and events information, like and follow us on:

FADA Gallery
Blog: http://fadagallery.blogspot.co.za
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FADAgallery
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Gallery hours:

Tues to Fri:  

09:00 – 16:00

Saturday:  

09:00 – 13:00

Contact details:

Eugene Hön

084 840 2691

eugeneh@uj.ac.za

The African Choir 1891 Re-imagined. Installation view from the exhibition Black Chronicles IV  
(Curated by Renée Mussai of Autograph ABP, London), FADA Gallery, April-May 2018. Photo by Anthea Pokroy.

The FADA Gallery is an experimental creative platform located 
in the UJ Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture building. The 
Gallery hosts a dynamic program of curated exhibitions, student 
shows, events, screenings, talks, and installations. 

The double-volume gallery space encourages creative and critical 
engagement amongst students, staff, alumni, and the local art community.  

With the input of a specially convened committee of artists, academics, 
and curators drawn from the Faculty, the FADA Gallery will launch an 
updated vision and schedule in 2020. 

Facebook:
@FADAgallery

Instagram:
@ujfadagallery

Blog:
www.fadagallery.blogspot.com
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The ISET Careers SA publication 2022 
features our postgraduate students. 
On pages 29-35, you can see what they’ve been up to.

Postgrad
Q&A’s
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