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Abstract
Two significant phenomena within the digital political economy are the racialization and
colonization through algorithmic means. In the past years, various scholars have pointed
out the many ways in which digital technology creates or perpetuates inequalities along
class, gender, and disability lines. In a similar vein, analyses of digitally enabled racism
have pointed towards the need for new concepts such as algorithmic harms and data
justice. Equally important, a “decolonial turn” in research is making visible the logic of
exploitation and domination that goes hand in hand with the digital transformation. In
this context, the thesis of data colonialism is a fundamental critique of the exploitative
data-driven practices set within historically developed systems of oppression. As racism
and colonialism are by no means distinct phenomena but co-constitute each other, both
have to be taken into account when examining algorithmic injustice. Overlapping with
these concepts, the term digital colonialism often refers to the politico-economic power
of big technology companies in the Global South. This presentation will take a look at
how the concepts of epistemic injustice and the data subject can aid an understanding of
digital/data colonialism.
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