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Please use the following as a guide line to develop your three - five page concept paper
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	Introduction


Include the following (headings are not required):

· Brief introduction to the study

· Contextualisation

· Rationale/motivation

· Which leads to the problem statement – what bothers you or are you curious about that warrants a research response? What is the gap/niche for this study?

· Which leads to the study goal/aim, then the objectives (not action steps) (preferably numbered)

	Summary of Preliminary Literature Review


Provide a synthesis of the relevant literature that demonstrates that you are familiar with the key authors and texts and with the central concepts relevant to your study. You need to show how your study will contribute to what we already know, to fill the niche/gap identified in the introduction. 

As a general guide, avoid lengthy quotations – keep direct quotes to an absolute minimum and rather paraphrase fully with citations (refer to the Faculty Policy on Plagiarism). Use primary sources as much as possible. Consider using about 15 texts (for MA proposals) that are related to your topic (in addition to texts on research methodology). This should be up to 1.5 pages in total for MA proposals
Theoretical/Conceptual Framework
	Research Methodology


Provide a detailed, practical explanation of your research plan = what you actually intend to do. Avoid lengthy theoretical explanations (e.g. definitions of what a sample is), except where you are using less familiar methods. Avoid quotations from the literature, but do back up your statements with citations, using specialised relevant methodological literature. 

Methodology is important and may warrant considerable space to adequately describe, such as a page or even more. Text-based studies should provide a methodology appropriate to the study.

As a general guide, provide:

· A brief introduction to the study approach and design (e.g. qualitative or quantitative, exploratory or descriptive, case study, phenomenology, etc).

· Define the population, sample, sampling method and recruitment activities. Be as specific as possible, e.g. give intended sample size and motivation for sampling method.

· Describe the methods of data collection (tools, recording, etc). For quantitative tools, provide evidence of reliability and validity of the tools. For qualitative tools, provide the scope of the kinds of questions that will be asked, showing how these will help to answer the research questions.

· Describe how you will analyse your data.

· For qualitative studies, briefly explain how you will enhance the trustworthiness and rigour of your study.

	Ethical Considerations


For all research involving human participants (and any other research with ethical considerations, such as research on animals, human remains, etc.) careful consideration must be given to the ethical risks and the methods to reduce such risk. This should be done in consultation with the university document called Code of Academic and Research Ethics, which can be obtained on the intranet. Avoid quotations or excessive theory, but do use citations to appropriate ethics literature. Indicate how basic principles of ethics in research will be adhered to, such as informed consent, voluntary participation and confidentiality. Also specify how you will store data in a secure manner to ensure the protection of participant anonymity/confidentiality. 

	Reference List


Please use APA formatting
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