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PROFILE 

Dr. Thando Vilakazi is Executive Director of the Centre for Competition, Regulation and Economic 

Development (CCRED) at the University of Johannesburg, specialising in academic research, teaching 

and advice on competition policy and industrial development issues. He currently also serves as a part-

time member of the Competition Tribunal of South Africa, and previously worked as an economist in 

the Policy and Research Division at the Competition Commission of South Africa. He has provided 

teaching and advisory services to competition authorities, regulators and private enterprises in South 

Africa and various African countries. 

He holds a PhD (Economics) from UJ, and a B.Bus.Sc (Economics) and M.Com (Applied Economics) 

from the University of Cape Town. Thando has published widely, and is co-editor and co-author of a 

recent HSRC Press book titled Opening the South African Economy? Barriers to Entry and 

Competition.   
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CURRENT DESIGNATIONS: 

2020-  Senior Lecturer, School of Economics, University of Johannesburg 

2019-  Director, Centre for Competition, Regulation and Economic Development, University of 

Johannesburg 

2019-  Part-time Member, Competition Tribunal of South Africa 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

• Vilakazi, T., Goga, S. and Roberts, S. (eds) (2020). Opening the South African Economy: 

Barriers to entry and competition. HSRC Press: Cape Town.  

• Vilakazi, T. and Roberts, S. (2019) Cartels as ‘fraud’? Insights from collusion in southern and 

East Africa in fertilizer and cement; in Review of African Political Economy, Vol. 46 (161), p. 

369-386.  

• Vilakazi, T. (2018) The causes of high intra-regional road freight rates in food and commodities 

in Southern Africa; in Development Southern Africa, Vol. 35(3), p. 388-403.  

• Robb, G. and Vilakazi, T. (2016) Mobile payments markets in Kenya, Tanzania and Zimbabwe: 

A comparative study of competitive dynamics and outcomes; in The African Journal of 

Information and Communication, Vol. 17, p. 9-37. 

• Vilakazi, T. Undermining inclusive growth? Effects of coordination on fertilizer prices in 

Malawi, Tanzania, and Zambia; in World Bank (2017), A step ahead: Competition policy for 

shared prosperity and inclusive growth; Washington, DC: World Bank, doi: 10.1596/978-1-

4648-0945-3, License: Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 3.0 IGO. 

• Burke, M., Paremoer, T., Vilakazi, T. and Zengeni, T. (2019) ‘Building institutions for 

competition enforcement and regional integration in southern Africa’, in Jonathan Klaaren, 

Simon Roberts and Imraan Valodia (eds), Competition and Regulation for Inclusive Growth in 

Southern Africa. Jacana Media, Auckland Park. 

• Chisanga, B., Gathiaka, J., Nguruse, G., Onyancha, S. and Vilakazi, T. (2016) ‘Agricultural 

development, competition and investment: The case of sugar in Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania 
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and Zambia’, in Simon Roberts (ed), Competition in Africa: Insights from key industries. HSRC 

Press, Pretoria.  

• Ncube, P., Roberts, S. and Vilakazi, T. (2016) ‘Regulation and rivalry in transport and supply 

in the fertilizer industry in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia’, in Simon Roberts (ed), Competition 

in Africa: Insights from key industries. HSRC Press, Pretoria. 

• Muzata, T., Roberts, S. and Vilakazi, T. (2017) ‘Penalties and settlements for South African 

cartels: An economic review’, in Jonathan Klaaren, Simon Roberts and Imraan Valodia (eds), 

Competition law and economic regulation: Addressing market power in Southern Africa. WITS 

University Press, Johannesburg. 

• Paelo, A., Robb, G. and Vilakazi, T. (2017) ‘Competition and incumbency in South Africa’s 

liquid fuel value chain’, in Jonathan Klaaren, Simon Roberts and Imraan Valodia (eds), 

Competition law and economic regulation: Addressing market power in Southern Africa. WITS 

University Press, Johannesburg. 

• Robb, G., Tausha, I. and Vilakazi, T. (2017) ‘Competition and regulation in Zimbabwe’s 

emerging mobile payments markets’, in Jonathan Klaaren, Simon Roberts and Imraan Valodia 

(eds), Competition law and economic regulation: Addressing market power in Southern Africa. 

WITS University Press, Johannesburg. 

• Roberts, S., Simbanegavi, W. and Vilakazi, T. (2017) ‘Competition, regional integration and 

inclusive growth in Africa: A research agenda’, in Jonathan Klaaren, Simon Roberts and Imraan 

Valodia (eds), Competition law and economic regulation: Addressing market power in 

Southern Africa. WITS University Press, Johannesburg. 


