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SEMINAR 2: LABOUR LAW AND MARKET ACCESS

The Institute of Law, Nirma University and the Faculty of Law, University of Johannesburg 
are delighted to invite you to the second seminar in a four-part collaborative project.  

In our second seminar on Labour Law and Market Access, presenters from India and South 
Africa will debate two themes.

The first panel, ‘Future of the Workforce: Legal Developments and the Informal Economy 
in India and South Africa’ explores the phenomenon of new forms of work, including the 
burgeoning informal economy.  Presenters will consider legislative and judicial responses 
and effectiveness to these developments in both jurisdictions.  

The second panel, ‘Climate Change and Vulnerabilities of Migrant Labourers/Workers’, 
critically assesses the existing scenario of climate-induced migration from the 
perspectives of vulnerability and transformative justice. The panel will also explore how 
vulnerable migrant labourers/workers are treated within India and South Africa’s labour 
law and social security regimes. 



Seminar 2:	 Labour and Market Access

	 16 October 2021
	 13:00– 16:00 Indian Standard Time

	 09:30– 12:30 South African Standard Time

	 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85080904794?pwd=SHBSb0ZDYmVCSGhndXJMTF
U3ZXA0dz09

PANEL 1: FUTURE OF THE WORKFORCE: LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS AND THE 
INFORMAL ECONOMY IN INDIA AND SOUTH AFRICA

Introduction to the session Katleho Letsiri

Legal regulation and the burgeoning 
informal economy

Prof Elmarie Fourie, Head of Department, 
Department of Public Law, University of 
Johannesburg

Does the Social Security Code, 2020 cover 
the Unorganised Sector of India?

Prof Babu Mathew, Professor, National Law 
School of India University, Bangalore

PANEL 2: CLIMATE CHANGE AND VULNERABILITIES OF MIGRANT LABOURERS/
WORKERS 

Introduction to the session Dr. Madhuri Parikh, Director & Dean (I/c), 
Institute of Law, Nirma University

Climate migrants and transformative 
justice: Insights from research and 
practice

Dr Devisha Sasidevan, Assistant Professor, 
Centre for Livelihoods and Social Innovation, 
School of Social Work, Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS), Mumbai

Climate change, vulnerability and 
migration in India

Prof Irudaya Rajan, Chairman, The International 
Institute of Migration and Development, Kerala 

Migrant workers a special category of 
vulnerable workers

Prof Marius Van Staden, Associate Professor, 
Department of Public Law, University of 
Johannesburg

DISCUSSANTS

Katleho Letsiri, Assistant Lecturer, 
Department of Public Law, University of 
Johannesburg

Anubhuti Dungdung, Assistant Professor, 
Institute of Law, Nirma University

Contact:
Professor Varsha Ganguly, Nirma University | varsha.ganguly@nirmauni.ac.in
Ms Meghan Finn, University of Johannesburg | meghanf@uj.ac.za
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