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The UJ Administration Structures and Processes state in item 3.5  
Research proposals are formally approved by faculties in terms of their quality and research ethics requirements. 
Research proposals are scrutinised at departmental level before they are considered and approved by the relevant 
FHDC. Research proposals may also be approved at departmental level. However, it is advisable that proposals 
approved within the academic departments are certified as such by the HoD. Faculties may require a doctoral student to 
defend his/her proposal, and where feasible the same requirement may be applied to research master’s proposals and 
coursework master’s proposals. 
 
This form should be accompanied by the following documents as determined by the relevant approved departmental 
procedure: 
 
1. The full masters proposal and/or chapter 1 
2. Minutes of the meeting when the proposal was approved 
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(Full names and surname as it is to appear on the degree certificate) 
 

Department  

 

Degree  

 

Date of first registration for this 
degree 

 Month   Year  

 

   

Supervisor details 

Supervisor 
Title, initial and surname 

 

Co Supervisor 1 
Title, initial and surname 

 

Co Supervisor 2 
Title, initial and surname 

 

 
 

Title of study (sentence case) 

 
 
 

 

Aim/purpose of the study 

 
 
 
 

 

Two/three sentences describing the focus of the study 
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Two/three sentences describing the research design and methods 
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Declaration from the supervisor/s 

I/We hereby declare that the proposal of (student’s name) 

.........................................................................................................      meets the following requirements: 

a) A clearly identified, argued and substantiated research problem (using theoretical and contextual evidence) 

b) Harmony of research design and research problem, aim(s) and/or purpose 

c) A clear explanation and justification of the research design and methods 

d) A clear account of the envisaged original scholarly contribution of the study 
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