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About the Book

From the Arab Uprising, to anti-austerity protests in Europe and the US Occupy Movement, to uprisings in
Brazil and Turkey, resistance from below is flourishing. Whereas analysts have tended to look North in their
analysis of the recent global protest wave, this volume develops a Southern perspective through a deep
engagement with the case of South Africa, which has experienced widespread popular resistance for more
than a decade. Combining critical theoretical perspectives with extensive qualitative fieldwork and rich case
studies, Southern Resistance in Critical Perspective situates South Africa’s contentious democracy in relation
to both the economic insecurity of contemporary global capitalism and the constantly shifting political terrain
of post-apartheid nationalism. The analysis integrates worker, community and political party organizing into a
broader narrative of resistance, bridging historical divisions between social movement studies, labor studies
and political sociology.
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About the Series

The Mobilization Series on Social Movements, Protest, and Culture

The Mobilization Series on Social Movements, Protest, and Culture

Published in conjunction with Mobilization: An International Quarterly, the premier research journal in the field, this
series publishes a broad range of research in social movements, protest and contentious politics. This is a growing
field of social science research that spans sociology and political science as well as anthropology, geography,
communications and social psychology. Enjoying a broad remit, the series welcomes books on the following topics:
social movement networks; social movements in the global South; social movements, protest, and culture;
personalist politics, such as living environmentalism, guerrilla gardens, anticonsumerist communities, and anarchist-
punk collectives; and emergent repertoires of contention.
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