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Geology 
student 
posing next to 
the Vredefort 
granophyre 
impact rock in 
the oldest 
impact crater 
in Parys, Free 
State, SA.

A 5.2 cm Quartz 
crystal with other 
inclusions- found in 
the old Messina 
Copper Mine-
Limpopo Province- 
unique to South 
Africa
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Honours class (2017) arrive at 
Aggeneys for field mapping 

Panoramic view of the 
Drakensberg Mountains at the 
Golden Gate National Park

Prof Smith pointing out the 2.9 Ga 

old stromatolites during the 3rd 

year class field trip to KZN

Banded Iron Formation overlain by 
shale and arenite units from the 
White Mfolozi valley- KZN
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Matusadona Mountains -Zimbabwe

Department of Geology 
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Minerals are the 
building blocks of 

rocks. Geology rocks!
Hope is important because it can make 
the present moment less difficult to 
bear. If we believe that tomorrow will be 
better, we can bear a hardship today - 
Thich Nhat Hanh
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