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ONCE AGAIN,  

THE ACADEMY OF COMPUTER SCIENCE & SOFTWARE ENGINEERING  

MAKES A COMMANDING PRESENCE AT THE  

LOCAL MICROSOFT IMAGINE CUP COMPETITION  

Following the successes at the Microsoft Imagine Cup South Africa competitions in 2009 and 2010, six 

teams from the Academy of Computer Science & Software Engineering keep the name of UJ flying high.  

Academy Sweeps Top  
Microsoft Awards 
In 2009, Information Technology Honours student Kieron 

Ekron wowed judges with his crowd simulation system, secur-

ing first place in the highly-coveted Software Design category 

of the Microsoft Imagine Cup South Africa competition. 

 

In 2010, another Information Technology Honours student 

Mark Heydenrych took second place at the national-level com-

petition in what judges admitted was an extremely close race. 

 

This year, the Academy of Computer Science & Software En-

gineering is proud to announce that the tradition of producing 

Information Technology students of a high-calibre continues 

with the performance of its students who represented the Uni-

versity at the 2011 Microsoft Imagine Cup South Africa com-

petition. 

 

Unlike in previous years, Microsoft Imagine Cup South Africa 

2011 required that students submit proposals in order to be 

selected as one of only 20 competing teams in the flagship 

Software Design category. Pitched against universities such as 

UCT, NMMU, UP and Wits, six teams from the Academy 

were successful in proceeding to the final stage of the compe-

tition where they presented their software projects before a 

panel of judges from 12 to 13 December 2011 at the Birch-

wood Hotel & OR Tambo Conference Centre.  

 

In total, seven teams represented the University of Johannes-

burg at the competition (six from the Academy and one from 

the Department of Applied Information Systems). 

Joshua Leibstein, an Information Technology Honours student 

and the sole member of team Asclepius under the mentorship 

of Duncan Coulter, was placed first in the Software Design 

category, securing the honour of representing South Africa at 

the international Microsoft Imagine Cup competition to be 

held in Sydney, Australia next year. Recognising that South 

Africa has the seventh highest rate of tuberculosis (TB) occur-

rences in the world, the project is aimed at detecting the dis-

ease in chest radiographs.  

 

Claiming second place in the Software Design category was 

the team Software Science under the mentorship of Ian 

Ellefsen. The team, comprising third-year students Craig Wat-

trus, Candice Louw, Merrick Bengis, Jan van Niekerk and 

Lorenzo Boccetti, developed an analysis tool designed to mon-

itor social media streams in real-time to determine the senti-

ment of the data in order to identify global perspectives on 

issues. 

 

In addition, third-year team Nyble comprising Nsovo Masha-

ba, Kgaugelo Matsi, Thabo Mphuthi and Robin Wagner under 

the mentorship of Mark Heydenrych took the special award 

for Interoperability, having produced an application that 

looked beyond Microsoftôs technologies. 
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First and second place winners of Microsoft South Africaôs flagship Software Design category 2011: Ian Ellefsen, Merrick 

Bengis, Duncan Coulter, Candice Louw, Nyaladzi Mpofu (Microsoft South Africa Academic Developer Advisor), Jan van Niekerk, 

Lorenzo Boccetti, Joshua Leibstein, and Craig Wattrus 

Winners of Microsoft South Africaôs In-

teroperability category 2011: Thabo 

Mphuthi, Nsovo Mashaba, Mark Heydenrych, 

Kgaugelo Matsi,  and Robin Wagner 


